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Contribution of illicit/non-prescribed marijuana and hard-drug use to child-abuse and neglect potential while considering social desirability. 
Introduction
According to the US department of Health and Human Services, it is estimated that more than one-quarter of substantiated child-abuse and neglect cases in the US are as a result of parents who abuse illicit drugs. The child-protective services (CPS) also confirm the same. Although it is well established that increased illicit and non-prescribed drug use is associated with increased child abuse and neglect, investigators have yet to examine the relative influence of marijuana and hard drug use on child-abuse and neglect potential utilizing psychometrically validated assessment measures in real-world settings (i.e. when presenting for behavioral treatment). Such studies are important because, although research is lacking, professionals in agencies that are oriented to child protection have historically provided more resources to individuals who ingest or consume ‘hard drugs’ (i.e. illicit or non-prescribed drugs other than marijuana and alcohol) than individuals who use marijuana and have been indicated to make child-placement recommendations based on the type of parental substance abuse (Donohue et al. 2019). Additionally, substance use is often one of the factors guiding child placement in the home after referral to child-welfare services, so establishing an evidence base for self and significant-other reports of substance use is important to assisting clinicians in making skilled judgements that protect at-risk children while at the same time ensuring anti oppressive practices for these families who often have limited societal resources.
The relationship between marijuana use and child abuse and neglect, as compared with the relationship between hard-drug use and child abuse and neglect, has been less studied, perhaps because of the changing legal status and public opinion around marijuana use. As of 2017, in the USA, the District of Columbia and twenty-eight states have legalized medicinal use of marijuana. The District of Columbia and eight US states have also legalized recreational use of marijuana. Within the UK, a cannabis-derived drug, Sativex, has been prescribed since approximately 2010. There has also been recently proposed legislation aimed at legalized the regulated sale of marijuana in the UK as well as growing public support for its legalisation (Donohue et al. 2019). Similarly, while the majority of Americans approve of legalizing marijuana federal law continues to prohibit its use. Thus the primary purpose of the present study is to determine the extent to which marijuana and hard-drug use contribute to child-abuse and neglect potential in mothers who are referred to CPS for behavioral treatment of child neglect and marijuana and hard-drug abuse.
 Sampling methods 
Participants were eighty adult mothers who were referred for treatment of drug abuse and child neglect by County Department of Family Services (DFS) or private agencies contracted by DFS. Mothers ranged in age from eighteen to forty-nine years and seventy-two were unemployed. A diverse range of ethnic/racial backgrounds were represented, including thirty-nine Caucasian, nineteen African American, nine Latino, three American Indian, two Asian, two Pacific Islander and six other ethnicities. Marital status of the participants included thirty-seven single, sixteen married and twenty-seven cohabitating.
Participants had one to seven children. The age of participants’ primary child ranged from one to fourteen years and forty-four were female. All participants were required to indicate someone in their life who could be involved in supporting them in their assessment and treatment at the time of referral. The relationship type of these significant others included forty-two boyfriend/husband/same-sex partner, twenty parent/grandparent, nine other family member and nine ‘other’, such as friend or ex-boyfriend/ husband.
Observational Study
Verification of study inclusion criteria occurred in two phases. In Phase 1, the CPS social worker was instructed to refer only mothers who were:
(i) Initially reported for child abuse and neglect.
(ii) Living locally with the child victim who prompted the CPS referral
(iii) Not currently receiving psychotherapeutic services
(iv) Not reported for sexual abuse or domestic violence
(v) [bookmark: _GoBack]At least aged eighteen years
(vi) Had a family member or close friend willing to support the referred individual in her baseline assessment and treatment implementation 
In Phase 2, a research assistant validated the aforementioned inclusionary criteria with the referred individual and attempted to schedule the individual within a week of the referral for a pre-treatment appointment to complete study consent and a baseline assessment that included substance-use measures reported in this study.
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